ANDROCLES AND THE LION

drink it will be impossible for us to think of nobler things, or
live a higher life than that of a mole, whose life is from beginning
to end a frenzied pursuit of food. Until the community is or-
ganized in such a way that the fear of bodily want is forgotten
as completely as the fear of wolves already is in civilized capitals,
we shall never have a decent social life. Indeed the whole attraction
of our present arrangement lies in the fact that it does relieve a
handful of us from this fear; but as the relief is effected stupidly
and wickedly by making the favored handful parasitic on the
rest, they are smitten with the degeneracy which seems to be
the inevitable biological penalty of complete parasitism. They
corrupt culture and statecraft instead of contributing to them,
their excessive leisure being as mischievous as the excessive toil
of the laborers. Anyhow, the moral is clear. The two main prob-
lems of organized society: how to produce subsistence enough
for all its members, and how to prevent the theft of that subsistence
by idlers, should be carefully dissociated; for the triumphant
solution of the first by our inventors and chemists has been
offset by the disastrous failure of our rulers to solve the other.
Optimism on this point is only wilful blindness: we all have the
hard fact of the failure before us. The only people who cling to
the lazy delusion that it is possible to find a just distribution that
will work automatically are those who postulate some revolu-
tionary change like land nationalization, which by itself would
obviously only force into greater urgency the problem of how
to distribute the product of the land among all the individuals in
the community.

EQUAL DISTRIBUTION

When that problem is at last faced, the question of the pro-
portion in which the national income shall be distributed can
have only one answer. All our shares must be equal. It has always
been so: it always will be so. It is true that the incomes of robbers
vary considerably from individual to individual; and the varia-
tion is reflected in the incomes of their parasites. The commercial-
ization of certain exceptional talents has also produced exceptional
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